The President of EU Parliament supports Fair Trade
As we learn from Tadeusz Makulski – the FTT campaign coordinator in Poland and our liaison person with World Fair Trade Organization – on 04th January 2001 the Organization received a letter from the President of the European Parliament, Mr. Jerzy Buzek (PL). The letter was written to celebrate the upcoming World Fair Trade Day, which is organized by WFTO on 14th May 2011. The EP President congratulates the Fair Trade Movement for the mission that it has been successfully carrying out for almost 60 years, and which enables small producers to improve their livelihoods and communities. 
The President of EUP considers the WFTDay initiative as an excellent opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of Fair Trade worldwide and its contribution to sustainable development. He mentions that a recent Eurobarometer report shows that “almost 40% of EU citizens are willing to pay more for products if they were produced under certain social and environmental standards or to support a developing country”. Moreover, Prof Buzek points out the close involvement of the EP in the debate on Fair Trade – the involvement that varies from policy discussions and resolutions to serving the Fairtade certified products in its cafeterias and restaurants. 
World Fair Trade Day is the first global campaign for the Fair Trade movement connecting producers and customers around the world and is endorsed by WFTO. The initiative is being supported by thousands of citizens, Fair Trade Organizations, social and environmental movements, producers and consumers all around the planet. Local authorities, national governments and multilateral institutions have been also supporting Fair Trade for several decades now. The celebrations have been organized since 2004 and this year its theme is: “TRADE FOR PEOPLE – Fair Trade your world”. Thanks to the events like the WFTDay, the FT movement is promoted and continues to gain ground. 
At the end of the letter Mr Buzek expressed his warm approach to the Fair Trade Town campaign:
“Let me also congratulate you on the Fair Trade Towns campaign with almost 1000 towns worldwide involved, the majority being in the EU.  This is a perfect example of good cooperation between local authorities, NGOs, volunteers and consumers, all in support of Fair Trade”.
We are very glad that Fair Trade movement received support from one of the European leaders. Apart from the letter, which is published on the WFTO website, Mr Buzek delivered his picture with the bubble speech “I support Fair Trade”. It is worth adding at this point, that a similar picture of the V-ce President of EUP Ms Isabelle Durant (Belgium) was taken during “Fair Trade breakfast” organized in the European Parliament on 7th October 2010 by Fair Trade Advocacy Office.
We hope that the collective efforts of the European institutions, FTO and consumers will successfully build up the FT movement and contribute to sustainable development, more adequate trading conditions and improvement in living and working standards of the small producers and communities from the global South. 
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